January 13, 1989 LB 30-34, 361, 410-460

CLERK: Mr. President, I do, thank you. I have a reference
report referring LBs 374-409, signed by Senatcr Labedz as Chair
of the Reference Committee.

In addition to that, Mr. President, I have received a
communication from the Chair of the Referenc= Committee
referring the communication received from the University Board
of Regents regarding the University Health Care project. That

has been referred to Appropriations Committee for public
hearing.

Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and reviewed
LB 30 and recommerd that same be placed on Select File; LB 31,
LB 32, LB 33 and LB 34, all on Select File, Mr. President, all
with E & R amendments attached. (See pages 223-26 of the
Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 410-449 by title for the
first time as found on pages 226-49 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, in addition to those items I have notice of
hearings from the Agriculture Committee offered by Senatcr Rod
Johnson as Chair; from the Business and Labor Committee offered

by Senator Coordsen as Chair; from the General Affairs
Committee. That is offered by Senator Smith as Chair. And,
Mr. President, a notice of hearing from Senator Warner as Chair

of the Appropriaticons Committee.
SENATOR HANNIBAL: Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 450-459 by title

for the first time. See pages 236-38 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Mr. President, finally, I have an announc ment the Urban Affairs
Committee has selected Senator Korshoj as Vice-Chair of the
committee.

Senator Rod Johnson would like to add his name to LB 361 as
co-introducer. (See page 238 of the Legislative Journal.)

(Read LB 460 by title for the first time. See page 238 of the
Legislative Journal.)
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February 28, 1989 | B99, 183A, 227A, 260A, 278, 323, 329A
355, 357, 357A, 386, 437A, 441, 447
491,511, 569, 678, 720, 724, 726
755, 781

SPEAKER BARRETT: The A bill is advanced. Messages on the
President's desk.

CLERK: Nr. President, your Conmittee on Education, npgse Chair
is Senator Wthem to whom was referred LB 447, instructs me to
report the sanme back to the Legislature with the recomendation
it be advanced to General File with amendments; LB 386
indefinitely postponed, those signed by Senator Wt hem Natural
Resour ces Commi ttee reports LB 755 to General Fjle with
anmendrments. That is signed by Senator Schmit as Chair. Banking
Conmittee reports LB 99 to General File, LB 278 as jndefini tely

postponed, those signed by Senator Landis  as chair
Nr. President, Health and Human Services g ttee re

LB 678 General File with anmendments, LB 323 General Fil 9
Gener al File wth amendments, LB 720 General F| Ie Wlth
amendnents, LB 355 General File with amendments, LB 511
indefinitely post poned. Nr. President, Health and Human
Services reports LB 491 to General File with amendnents, LB 724
General File with anendments, LB 726 General File wi t h

amendments, those signed by Senator \esel Yy a Cha

Mr. President, Enrollment and Review reports LB 781 to Sel ect
File with E & R, LB 357 Select File with E & R, | g357A Select
File, LB441 Select File with E & R amendments. (See
pages 907-13 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, new A bills. (Read LB 329A, LB 260A, LB 437A and
LB 227A by title for the first tine. See pages 913-14 of the
Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, | have an appointnment by the Governor to the
Boi |l er Safety Code Advi sory Board. That will be referred to
Ref erence Conmittee.

Notice of hearing py the Revenue Committee;notice of room
change by Heal th and HL)J/I’TBFI Services Commttee for hearings;

an
a cancellation of hearing by the Banking Conmittee, those three

signed by the respective Chairs. That is all that | have
Mr. President. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~ Thank you. If the gentleman from Ninden is so
inclined, would he care to adjourn us?

SENATGR KRISTENSEN:  Thank you, Nr. President, I'd nove that we
adj ourn the body until tonorrow norning at nine o' clock.
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March 13, 1989 LB 46, 54, 145, 182,211, 237, 247
259, 288, 315, 316, 356, 379, 388
411, 418, 437, 447, 449, 449A, 506
587, 630, 651, 652, 809

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: (M crophone not activated) ...to a new week in
this the life of the First Session of the Ninety-first
Legi slature. Our Chaplain this norning for the opening prayer,
Pastor Jerry Carr of First Four-Square Church here in Lincoln.
Pastor Carr, please.

PASTOR CARR:  (Prayer offered.)

SPEAKER BARRETT:  (Gavel.) Thank you, | astor Carr. We hope you
can come back again. Rol |l call.

CLERK: Quorum present, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Any corrections to the Journal ?
CLERK: | have no corrections, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Nessages, announcements, reports?

CLERK: Nr. President, your Conmittee on Enrollnent and Revie
respectfully reports they havecarefully exam ned ang revi ewe

LB 587 and recomend that same be placed on Select File; LB 379,
LB46, LB 38 and LB 145, Bp237, LB 418, LB 506, LB 449,
LB 449A and LB 54, all placedon Select File, someof which have
E 6 R amendments attached. (See pages 1059-66 of the
Legi sl ative Journal.)

M. President, Business and Labor Committee (gnorts LB 630 to

General  File: LB 315 to General File wi:h amendments; LB 288,
indefini tely postponed; LB 316, indefinitely postponed, g 411

indefinitely postponed, and LB 652, indefinitely postponed,
those signed by Senator Coordsen as Chair of the Buiness and
Labor Commi ttee. (See pages ~067-69 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Nr. President, a series of priority bill designations. Senator
Wthem as Chair of Education, hasselected LB 259 and LB 651.
M. President, Senator Nelson has sel-cted LB 447; Senator

Langford, LB 211; Senator Coordsen, LB 182; Senator NcFarl and,
LB 437; Senator Byars, LB 809; Senator W them LB 247: and
Senator Crosby selected IB 356, Nr. P -esident.

| have an Attorney Ceneral's Opinion addressed to Senator Hefner
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March 28, 1989 LB 395, 447, 720A

years is 1.1, which is .07 of a cent a $100, |less than the 1.08
that is allowed. Wth that, | guess | have no nore to say, just

to advance the bill. | think it's needed. And they will go
ahead with passage of this bill and build a new pyilding whi ch

is drastically needed up there because they do continue to
expand. Thank you. | ask for advancenent of the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Shall LB 395be advancedto E &R

Initial ? Those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all
voted? Record, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 5 nays on the advancement of 395,
Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 395 is advanced. Anyt hi ng for the record' ?

CLERK: Nr. President, the Health and Human Services Committee
will meet in executive session in the Senate Lounge [jght now
Heal th and Human Services, Senate Lounge i nmedi ately. '

New A bill, LB 720A, by Senator Wesely. Read by title for the
first time. See page 1375 of the Legislative Joufnal.) That' s
all that | have, Nr. President,

S PEAKER BARRETT: ThankyOU. Proceeding then to LB 447.

CLERK: LB 447 offered by Senators Nelson, Beck, Croshy,
Schellpeper, Ral Johnson. (Read title.) The bill was
introduced on January 13, referred to Education, advanced to
General File. | have committee amendments pending by the
Education Commi ttee, Mr. President. (See page 907 of the
Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wthemon the commttee anendnents to
447.

SENATOR W THEN: Yeah, | am sorry, Nr. Speaker.

impression that we let this bi I)I/ out inpits incrtlad\{vgfyupr)lp%ttqug
form However, we did not. \w nade a very substantive change
that made a good pj|| remarkably better and | am reni nded of
that as | get through nmy.. . I'mtrying to figure out what it \as
that we did toit. yeah, the original bill, this is Senator
Nel son's bill dealing with gstate money distributed to |ocal
school districts for purposes of establishment of vocational
education programs. The original bill had the formula based gp
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a nine...seven through twelve enroll ment. This changes it to
nine through twelve. It was the thinking of the commftee, gng
as you can tell, it was a quite conplex discussion and a | ot

thought here to this, that nine to twelve is nore appropriate
because those are the grades that more frequently deal with

vocational education programs. Thank you, Senator Langford. If

you have any questions, any further questions,ye will respond
tc them That is what. . the conmittee amendment changes the
formula from a s even through twelve fornula to a ni n% t hr ough
twel ve formul a.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any questions, any discussion? Senat or

Nelson.

SENATOR NEL SON: I just movefor the adoption or hope that you

accept the committee anmendments. That is one that | brought
when we | ooked the bill over and the proposed funding and so gn.

It was my suggest_ion then when it was first brought to us that
we go from grades nine through twelve, gng | very nmuch agree
with Senator Wthem the amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any other discussion? |f pot,

those in favor of the adoption of the committee amendments
please vote aye, opposednay. Record, please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of conmittee amendments,
Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ) The committee anmendnents are adopted. Senat or
Ne' son, to the bill.

SENATOR NELSON: Al |l right. This bi' 1is very simlar in a way,
LB 447 that we had | ast year of which was passed unani nously by
the body and addressed vocational education. Thy need has not

gone away. It is still there. 1|t was one of the bills that was
vetoed by the Governor. |t called for 1.5 million, probably in
a way too small of an amount for individual vocati onal ed
students. The bill, this year, has some further restrictions on

it, newF_rograms and so on, and it does call for $65 per student
that qualifies in all grades nine through twelve. whenthe bill

was brought to ne, | felt that grades seven to eij ght is sonewhat
counseling, andthat, is involved. Asmost of vyou know, over
50 percent of t he students today do not go on to postsecondary
education. This 50 percent that | amreferring to peed to be
prepared to earn a | iving and vocational ed helps to prepare
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them for enpl oyment and, hopefully, lifelong learning. | ¢ound
a good quote, "Educated and trained people are an unlimited
resource, while uneducated and untrained people gre unlimted
liabilities." | believe that has a lot to do with it. pgackin

t he budget cuts, vocational education was cut froma | ot ofal the

schools, particularly the outstate, gnpamller schools, and really
they need vocational education as bad or worse {han maybe the
larger ~ communitie s. It does cost nore to provide vocational
education, 150 or 200 dollars a student, and the schoals ar

given, in sone cases, have to provide matching noney for federaﬁ
money that is received,and some of the schools simply do not

have or have not had that matching fund. And, again, it is
probably needed worse in rural areas and the snallér communities
to have vocational training as in the larger comunities. | g
just as i mportant to know how to construct a graine' evator g,
to weld or for technical training as it is in conmnities that
maybe jobs are alittle bit mae plenti ful | remenber in ny

di scussion from previous years, this is a good day to bring he
bills to you when we are talking_about investment and jobs,
economi ¢ investment in our state, LB"775, 5.4 the discussions
today, the tech community colleges,andso on. These are some
interesting figures in the state appropriated dollars, CcColorado

gives 14.9 million or $351 per enrolled student in secondar
education; lowa, 3.6 mllion; Mpnnesot a, 11.7 mllion; N ssouriy,

34.3 mllion; Nebraska, the same for about five years, 5 gimple
$122,911, WhICh comes to $299 pel’ student. Nort h Dakot a, as
sparsely as they are settled, $4 mllion or $179 per student;

South Dakota 2.5, $144. So if all things being equal and a
business is considering comng to Nebraska, \hich state do you
think that they are going to come to? cortaj nly not Nebraska
because we don't give enough to help retrain our | qkers . It

was very inportant in Col umbus, Nebraska, | remember, when a new
industry was considering coning into the state. Figures |ast
year, this is interesting, Crete, Nebraska id a survey five
years after their students were out of school, 5hqit wasthree

five, and seven years. e hundred responses were used in
tabul ating results. \When asked which courses they took in hign

school were the nobst benefit to themtoday, 73 percent respond%d
that the courses in vocational education were the nost benefit
to them in their present enploynent; 46 percent of those
respondlr_lg listed one or nore vocational courses that woul d be

of benefit to themtoday had they registered for such courses
while in high school. of the 300 surveys, over 75 percent were
mailed within 150 mile radius of Crete, which tells you those

people stay in Nebraska. | think each one of you were given out
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sonmetime in the |ast few days what it wouldmeanto your
i ndi vidual districts, andthe programs, | want to nmention,
maybe, Hastings, Nebraska. They have started a program ip
educational technol ogy. | think it cost about $70,000. They
brought it to the business comunity, and the business comunity
provided about $7,000, Hastings, the benefits from the
vocational ed program about $4,000, and the rest of it is
school budget. So | can go downthe list, any number of
conmuni ties that have a project or are interested i'n vocati onal
education. One of the ways that the bill this year is a |t e
different than |ast year, and | probably in tine, if you want me
to, | can go down, but it is found on page 5 of your bill, 549
in order to receive the allotted funds, 3 school district shall
conplete an application for funds, and it is Iprir’rarily acquiring
modern instructional equipment simlar to that found in business
and industry; starting a new vocational program expanding an
exi sting one; adding a new course or a pew dimension:  and
appro!ing access or support for career ngance and counsel ing
programs, which is very inportant. |t jnc'udes the acquisition
and use of the Nebraska Career Information System ygcational
education is very inportant to those that have not had that
o pportunity. I mght also tell you, gnq4 it is a long |ist of
peopl e that have come in to testify on |p 447, and that have
lent their support, the Nebraska Hospital Association, for one.
There are a lot of nedical opportunities gnpd opportunities of
sonme vocational education or sone experience or t let them know
what is available. Nebraska Farm Bureau, StarVeij yre t hat is a
lincoln group of business people,very much in support of this
bill . The Union Pacific Railroad, the Gush.an Plant, the

Nebraska Va:at|0na| E.dUC.ation’ nat ur al |y’ the Lincoln
| ndependent Busi ness Association, the Omha Charnber of Commerce,

and | believe the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce are also going 4
Support LB 447. Nebraska Commerceand |ndustry i s anot her one,
and | can go down the long Ilist of supporters for vocational
education, and what | amtrying to reach is that student that
woul d be a dropout, or that student that must be made 5uare that
there are skills that are available, gnd to start them The
community college, the average age is 29years, so these

students need to  be exposed in high school that there is
sonmet hing t hat they canpdo and how tg foll ow direct}ons and use

the mathematics and so on that is necessary a work force.
Most enployers in small business sinply can't (qevote the time or
the resources to teach new enpl oyees the basic occupations or
specific skills, and, again, electronic or technolo or
retailing. | mentioned to you the hospitals, the nedi ca| gfyl el d,
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there are a | ot of themthat if they were just exposed to the
basic skills again jn high school, they could then go out.
Principal Financial Goup in Gand |sland, ~they hire all of
their students directly from . | myean their enpl oyees, most of
them that is a large conmpany now, directly from pigh schools,

high school training. |t encourages the high school students
from dropping out and, again, every person working saves gocial
services and welfare.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR NELSON: ...a 100,000 or 200,000dollars, whatever. So
with that, that is sinply what the bill does. It provides
vocational education. Again, this year we talk of education.

We are giving a considerable anount to postsecondary i
These arethe ones that need sone help and the ones t%g%'c%tdor?dt

0 on to postsecondary education, and they need to try to make a
ecent livingin life, and get what education with that. With
that, 1 would answer any questions about the bill. | might al so

mention that our Syacusestudy, remember, said that Nebraska
must give nore noney for vocational education trajni ng al ong
with sonme other suggestions. go that, again, is very inportant.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time has expir ed.
SENATOR NELSON: And any other questions, | wil| answer them.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or Scofield, followed by
Senator Beyer.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, Nr. President. Senator Nel son, if
she woul d respond, | would like to just clarify a couple of
things that | have got from readingthis bill, andwe have
talked about it before. How nuch are you appropriating for this
bill, Senator Nelson?

SENATOR NELSON: Just $5 million only.
SENATOR SCOFI ELD:  Oh, well, | amglad it is a small anmount.

SENATORNELSON: ~ Put a cap on it you know, so it

unlimited. I's not

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  And distr ibution is on a per student basis in
every high school in the state, is that correct?
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SENATOR NELSON: No, they have to provide the new programs, jq|
mentioned, it has to bpe...it is not just a...| will say that
nearly every student would qualify. You could call it somewhat
state aid to education, if you want to,excepting they have to

devel op or be enrolled in yocational education prograns, but
when you take econonmics or retailing, health fields, mo?t every

school student from grade nine through twelve would quality, z5q
it is approximately by the total number of students in the State
of Nebraska divided by $5 mllion comes out to approxinately 75,
or | mean $65 per student.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: $65 per student.
SENATOR NELSON: Ri ght .

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Okay, thank you, Senator Nel son. | want to
raise someissues on this bill, and this seens to al nost pick up
where Senator Lamb left off the last time. | don't know

particularly that |I have ever been pereceived by vocational
educators as particularly friendly to rgcational education, and

I want to first make it clear that | don't oppose vocational
education. But one of the questions | think we need to consider
in this day a_nd age is what really is vocational education
today, and what is appropriate that you give at the high gchool
level and what is apropriate that you gjve sonepl ace el se,
whether it be in the workplace of whether it "be in probably e
technical community colleges. And | woul d suggest to people
today that a vocational education at the high school |evel is
probably English, computing, mathematics, and comunication
skills. I f you have not seen a series that was, a special

Septenber 19 of '88, |'d recommend this as good reading. | know
the technical colleges have used that as a ratjonale as for wh

we shoul d support their efforts, but some of the observations ||¥
this particular area really point out how nuch better educated
our work force has to be today to be conpetitive, and | would
not want us to just continue to support what | would consider to
be traditional training kinds of efforts that vocational

education has typically been in the past because | dgn't ' bink
that is going to keep you alive in the workplace today. |

appears to me that the best thing that you can o for a high
school student to make them capable to go out ang conpete In tt'?e
work force is, again, to make sure they can read, make sure they
can write, make sure they can conpute, and nake sure that they
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can comuni cate. And once they have got t{hose basic skills,
then you can take them any place and train themin whatever
specific specialized skills they need. pegple need to know how
to learn to |learn, and they need to know how to relearn, given
the track record of how quickly our econony is changing and g
qui ckly people have to retrain. You have to be awfull?'/] flexible
to survivein today's work force, just by virtue of the changes
in technology, an the cost of maintaining the kinds of
equipment that | think we would have to guy to put in high
schools to really do sone of this specialized training is so
expensive as to be prohibitive perhaps gutside of the
netropolitan areas, and | think that the | evel of expertise,
again, that you have to have in any work force today is

generally getting to the point where it is just a foregone
conclusion = you are going to have to retrain and retrain and
retrain. And so, one, | would suggest that | am 5t conv

. need
this is a great bill for smaller schools because I don" t: hinei<
they can possibly respond given the kind of money the' are
probably likely to get out of this, and probably not really
going to get us to cope specifically with what is an appropriate
vocational education to take people into the next century.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD:  And, in fact, | think we should seriously
debate what is appropriate vocational education today, 5nqwhat
is specialized training. | think that technical colleges are a
better place to do that, and we m ght better spend our nobney
supporting themto do that. e need to encourage sharing of
resources between the technical colleges gndthe high schools,
so that we can address sone of those |egitimte concerns that
Senator Nelson is trying to bring, specifically, those kids that
need some specialized trajni ng _dropouts and so forth. But |
have sone real skepticismabout this bill. It is pretty much
the same as it was last year, and so | think those are the real
questions we should address here, rather than, is it good policy
just to appropriate this kind of nmoney because ¢on the surface
there is nothing wwong with vocati onal education, but I think we

rge;d to talk about what is meaningful vocational education
oday.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. senator Beyer, followed by Senator
eck.

SENATOR BEYER: Nr. Speaker and coll eagues, | have got a couple
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of questions for Senator Nelson.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson.
SENATOR NELSON: Sure.

SENATOR BEYER: You know, based on the $5 miilion appropriation,
about what would that run per student then for a school?

SENATOR NELSON: What district is yours?

SENATOR BEYER: Mine, I have got five schools but then...
SENATOR NELSON: Well, your district number...well, for example,
all right, Crete, Nebraska, $24,780; Shickley, Nebraska, $3,420;
Wilber-Clatonia...

SENATOR BEYER: That is in Senator Coordsen's district.

SENATOR NELSON: Right. Okay, what i1s your district number?
SENATOR BEYER: Three.

SENATOR NELSON: Number three, oh, then I can find that real
quick. For your total district, the financial impact would be

$92,820; Elkhorn, $33,900; Gretna, $17,280.

SENATOR BEYER: Well, that still didn't answer my question,
about what does that figure per student?

SENATOR NELSON: Sixty five, $60 per student. I thought it was
65, 1 see. ..

SENATOR BEYER: Nine through twelve.

SENATCR NELSON: Pardon me, yes, nine through twelve.

SENATOR BEYER: <CKkay, now, what would the cap be on each school
that they could receive if part of the schools didn't
participate in that, in the 5 million?

SENATOR NELSON: Then it would ba a higher proportion. It would

go to $65 per student, or $72, if all students didn't
participate. There is a $5 million cap. Okay, and...
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SENATOR BEYER: | am not reading that in the bill, that is why I
was curious.

SENATOR NELSON: All right, yes. There is a $5 million cap.

SENATOR BEYER: | know there is a $5 mllion cap, but if sone of
the schools don't use it.

SENATOR NELSON: Then it goes higher for the students. ..the
schools that do use it.

SENATOR BEYER: That makes it awfully dangerous. | think we
need to look long and hard at this. | nean | support vocational

education in the high schools, but if there is a school that
cannot qualify to use it based on gsgome of the criteria, they
would lose it. Then the other schools would be aple to have it
and it mght make sone schools go into a programthat they can' 't
afford just to get this extra noney. So | think we need to | ook
I ong and hard at that. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Beck, please.

SENATOR BECK: | rise to support Senator Nelson. | was one of
the co-sponsors of the bill. There is several others. ecause
I think that vocational education is so inportantin tﬁe 92
that we live, and | guess that would put me perhaps g4t odds with
Senator Scofield because | think it is something that s
necessary for the secondary school. | wuld like to see it in
junior high to be used as an interface with the tech colleges,
and | think, particularly when!l think of vocational education

is it actually works as an jnpetus to further education for some
who are not perhaps ready to even go on to the technical
col | eges. There is so many young people who don't know exactly
what they want to do, and | think that is part of the job of
public education is to give them sonme skills so that they m ght,
if nothing else, work in order that they can go on into tech

college or college. | nean | have had four children and they
didn't have a I ot of money, and | felt that the vocational
skills that they picked yp helped them and made them more
employable, and also helped ‘them {g jnterface into other

programs later on, and | think there are some things that we

have to note here, and| don't know, perhaps Senator Beyer and
those who have questions about the funding of the bill and the
apportioning of it, that probably could be worked out on Sel ect

File. But at the hearing, a business man from Lincoln pointed
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out that Nebraska is |ast anong the states to fund secondary
vocational education, and this is a bill, again, that is

important to the entire state. we can't say that this s any
kind of a pork barrel. It is an overall bill that would help
all districts. Again, to reiterate, less than palf of
Nebraska's ~ youth pursue postsecondary education, and | think
t hat some of the things that the bill does cou!jd be so
beneficial because there are things that it can be used for, pe
money can be used to acquire more modern jnpstructional
equipment.  They can start new vocational programs, sgthere is
flexibility in the bill. They can expand an existing program by

adding a course or a new di mension toggnet hi ng that they have
al ready devel oped, and | think that is jpmportant. Agai n, it
shows the flexibility of this apportionment of money” | 5|so
can be used to include the acquisition gnduse of the Nebraska
Career Information Systemand, certainly, that is somet hi ng t hat
our young people need to |look at today is thecgreers that are
available to them and vocational education has been perhaps the
forerunner in career education in this state and in this nation.

And, certainly, |ooking at young people, {phat js something they
need to know is what job market will be ayailable for them
Again, it will, as | said, support and i mplement more career

education and, to reiterate, it develops an ‘articulation program
with the technical community col |l eges because so many young
people, and | have worked with disadvantaged young people \ypho
don't know and don't wunderstand what the technical college
offers. Had they perhaps had a vocational education program gng
a career education program, they woul d have been better get to
go into a technical college programand really benefit fromit.
And | think we just have to consider these young people, \yho for
a short period in their life, it is not that they cannot go (nio
college. It is that they just perhaps cannot as academical |y,

they cannot financially and | think that we need to turn out
young people..

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR BECK: ...who can interface with the {qochnical col | ege
program or who can go to work for a year or two, asmany of the
children that | know have had to do in order to get more
education along those lines, and so | would just support Senator

Nel son. I think let's pass thisnto Select File. |f there
are questions about the financing or the appropriation or the

use of the noney, then let's handl e those between now and then.
So | just ask you to support this bill at this time.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. ) Senat or Nel son, followed by
Senator Schel | peper and Senator Kristensen.

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, to respond to Senator Beyer's question,
honestly don't know of any school that provides any curricul um

at all, and particularly in Getna and some of those schools,
that the students would not qualifyor that they would not. ,
.chool would not take advantage of it for vocational cati on

i f nothing nore than through the counseling and to |et tqhe now
that there are alternatives than to drop out of school. packto
Senator Scofield, | admt this is not a |ot of noney or a great

anount of noney, but, again, these stydents have to know that

there i s sonmething besides being a dropout, gnd they sinpl have
to be able to go out and make a living and maybe they don't have
the money or will not go on to further their education until

they are 25, 29 or 30 years of age. | might also, and this was
very |nportant in the public hearing, the gentleman from Uni on
Pacific Railroad provided this information to us, 459 they do
use a |ot of people, anda lot of skill, anda recent study
commi ssion by the Nebraska Council on Vocational Education
concerning the training needs related to LB 775, powas we know,

we are talking about millions of dollars there, 5y B 270, as we
di.cussed earlier today. Of the 16,000 entry level jobs, ang
this is inportant, created by LB 775, clerical and machine

operators combined will account for 64. 4 percent or 10, 300 of
the positions created in LB 775. andthen, here we are today

and as Nebraska, as | said, if vocational education is not
important, why is it that all of these other states, and |

sonetines hate to see senators stand on the floor gng say, well,
one state gives this, one state gives another, but we are

talking about enticing people pack into our state, and
retraining  our workers, and they do change about seven times in
their lifetine. But we give |less than $3, and most of the

states,  $100 to 300 or 400; California, | think, $400 per
student for vocational ed training. so it is inportant and we
need to be competitive, and these students need to know that
there are alternatives and what jobs are available, and it does
expose them to the basic thinking skills. | know Senator
Scofield mentioned that, and they do have to be trained, and as
| said, back, again, ny Principal Financial Goup at Grand
| sl and errpl oyed over 100 new enpl oyees right out of high school

that they would train. So with that, | might nention, too, the
StarVenture  group in Lincoln research showed that sever al
factors, and that is a | arge group of business people, that
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showed that the attention in the conmunity needed wor st to
continue to supply the highly trained technical people that new
businesses needed. And, again, | amnot saying that this si rrpl e
anount of noney or smal | anount of money would turn gt people
completely trained, but at |east |t.exFoses themto what jO s
may be avail abl e and sonme of the technical training they can get
by the provisions of this bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The gentl eman f rom Stanton Senator
Schellpeper. '

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. |
also rise to support 447. | have a sonwhois an ag teacher,

and whenever we get together, he is always talk.ing about how
inportant this is to not only agriculture, but to all student s

that go into it,whether it is body work or He said
we just need to put nore noney into these studen?/s |r$tJ t hese high

school s that start out, because g |ot of them don't

coll ege, and we need to prepare themin the high schogl S. onsotlo
think this is a very inportant bill for g|| of Nebraska, not
just rural Nebraska, and | think it is just vyery, very
| rrportant .| would urge you to Support 447 . Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The menber from the 37th District, Senator
Kristensen.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Nelson,
can | ask you sone questions, pI ease'?

SENATOR NELSON:  Sure.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: | am | ooki ng specifi cal I% at .page 5, and
some of t hese prograns that are going to be avalPagI Could

%’ﬁ_u hel p ne go through these programs so| can understand \hat
is is.

SENATOR NELSON: Sure, ~ Senator Kristensen, | wj|| bet you
understand thembut | will go through them

SENATOR KRISTENSEN:  \e| |, forgive nme, | amnot sure | d
maybe | need a little vocational tral ning to be here rryselap
but..

SENATOR NELSON: Do you know what | say7 We are vocationally
trained on the job. am a product of vocational training right
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here.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Well, that is why I am hoping I can find
out right now for myself, (2)(a) talks about acquiring modern
instructional equipment similar to that found in business and
industry. What sorts of things does that...?

SENATOR NELSCN: ALl right. Say, for example, back to my
Principal Financial Group, that would be to introduce a girl

maybe to word processing or computers or something in that
particular line.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: So most likely today it would be computers
and business machines and...

SENATOR NELSON: Right.
SENATOR KRISTENSEN: ...things like that?

SENATOR NELSON: And as you know that on computers, there 1is a
great incentive from businesses but they have to have a small
amount of money, minimal money to purchase them.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Okay, and then let's go down to (b)
starting a new vocational program, that would be creating a
staff position, probably, that would be getting some curriculum
designed for that staff person, would that bz a fair appraisal
of that?

SENATOR NELSON: It could be. For example, though, in the
medical field, I think they only have three vocational programs
in secondary education and that could be...it could be a new
scaff person, that is right, or a new vocational program, or it
could be a shift, let's say, from carpentry to I don't want to
say welding because usually it isn't the same type cf person,
but it may be for a machine shop experience.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Okay, but that would be going from one
technical program to another?

SENATOR NELSON: Right.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: So what we take away from one, we just
create another one? It would be a shift, not necessary helping
additional vocations.
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SENATOR NEL SON: Vell, the ones that woul d be discontinued I
woul d assume are the ones that are not necessarily ysed today

that are not our new business technol ogy.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Ckay . Number (c) or letter (c) there is
expandi ng an existing program Many of the schools in my
district don't have vocational training. That is sonething that
through budget cuts they have had to get rid of. Theyreall y
can't aff.Ord .tO do those sorts of thi ngs, SO_ for an existin
school district that doesn't have any vocational programs, (c
woul dn't apply to me very well either, if | don't have 4, thing
existing unless it is my business course, that | teach 1yypi ng,

basic word_processingthat I have already got in existence
(interruption).

SENATOR NELSON: | will bet you M nden has got nobre courses than
ou think. They have got nore than just the basic one, your
ookkeepi ng and typing and so on and so forth. lam sure they

have computer programmng there or word processing or a sho
t hat they can teach the fellowto weld on the el evator, puttin
up a new elevator. I will bet you Mnden has

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: G<a?/, those are existing programthat are
probably what you would call core prograns already.

SENATOR NELSON: All right, andtoday business s expanding,
they need new technology, and that is where this would come in
at.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Okay, what does (d) mean, adopting
statewi de curricula to revise an existing progran?

SENATOR NEL SON: All  right, there 'S available and it is a
statewide, it tells themwhat is available, statewi de curriculum
program Ri ght here it is, Vocational Education Training and
Career Information, and that is through the Nebraska Career
Informati on System and they would qualify under this program

SENATOR KRI STENSEN: And that woul dbe sonething the state woul d
spend noney on to create and the schools woul d %ave to purchase
fromthe state to access that' ?

SENATOR NELSON: The Nebraska Career |Information System provides
conputerized and printed occupational education information to
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the state schools, colleges, yocational libraries, andso on.
It is an information delivery system devel oped to use as a
"ounseling tool jn career guidance and devel opnment, again,

exposes themto what isavailable . It is available in hlgh

schools, colleges, career counseling agency, rehabilitation
service, job service office, displacedhomenaker programs, gng
sSo on.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: ¥ thank you | guess the point of the
answers | have got so far, is running short, is that |
turntorrypagehrelnthe 37hD|str|ct and | Iook at the

state aid that | amgoing to get for schools, and| find a very
smal | ambunt of noney that basically could {guch each one of
these areas but really can' t...all it doe~ is cause ne nore
probl ems because | get just enough seed nmoney g get started.
There isn'0 enough for any one of my schools,| don't have
enough to hire any staff. I'n nost of these schools, | could
maybe buy one conputer at the nost, maybe two. All | could do

is just barely get a taste of what this is designed to (o but
it Is going to take me nore property tax. '

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Time has expired.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: ...to address those and | am not sure that
t hat solves any problems but it creates them  Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. senator Scofi el d.

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  Nr. Speaker, pepbers, | want to just pick up

where I left off pecause | feel very strongly about, Senator
Nelson has absolutely all the right intentionsin trying 5 4o
this. | just suggest that given the fact that even this year we

have got a limted anount of resources that this is probably not
the best place to put themto acconplish the goals, ;n91 would

where one part of that special report is titled "Where The Jobs
Are Is Were The Skills Aren't", and it talks about, as work
becomes more knowledge intensive, enployers are fishing in a

shrinking labor pool, and that story goes on to talk about three
forces that are corrbl ning to produce "the leap in skills the

economy will require. First, which I nentioned earlier, the
upgrading of technology. The nodern workpl ace needs people with
high reading and math capabilities so milli ons of jobs go
unfil led while the army of the unskilledremins unenpl oyed.
The article goes on to say, second, job growth will be fast
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mainly in high skill occupations. Nost of these jobs will be in
the service sector. That kind of work now requires know edge
that wasn't necessary twenty years ago. Finally, the way in

which work now is being organised requires a conpletely new g
of skills as conpanies shift fromthe g|d models of assenbly
line production to Japanese style work teans, enployees will
have to sharpen their abilities to communicate. his article
goes on and on and tal ks about the kinds of fingl ngs of wﬁere
the jobs are. Only 40 percent of the new jobs are available ;4
t hree-quarters of the npation's new workers who have linited
verbal and witing skills, and points out most new jobs il
require workers whohavesolid reading and witing skills. |
goes on to talk about, for jobs in nursing gqf management, the
education ante is hijgher. Nost of these jobs which often
require more than a hjigh school education need skills that
include an ability to read journals gnd manuals, wite reports,
under st and conplex term nology, and so on. At this point,
according to thisarticle, only 5 percent of new enpl oyees are
able to do that. It goes on to say, as many as 50million

workers may have to be trained or retrained in thenext
12 years, that is 21 million new entrants gpg Om'IIioa cHrrent
e and t

wor kers. | think given the nature of the workplac e work
force and what you have to do to make it today, that as ggpator
Kri stensen has poi nted out, theregre a | ot better ways to get
to that point, and where we have got at least a couple of ,iper
issues out there that | think we should consider before we 30
this. One is the noney for the technical colleges and | {hink
we should make it very clear that we know the r(esources have to
be focused and there needs to be more cooperation between
technical schools so they can acquire that expensive equi pnent,

and then work with the high schools, and leave to the high
school s that job of making sure that people graduate who 4.
able to read, write, conpute, and communicate. | think that is

plenty for high schools to do, and as these vocational courses,
the traditional vocational courses become more expensive, and

equi pment becomes more expensive, again as Senator Kristensen
pointed out, to put our noney here just doesn't mean that j;

gets focused enough so anybody can really conpete. | would
suggest even it nakes al so mich better gsense to support some

kind of teachers salary increase first pefore you do this,
because the quality of the teacher in that classroom will
determine how well those kids are able to, first, keep from
being dropouts and read, write, communicate, and conpute. go |
am not saying that | oppose vocational education. I just think
that people need to rethink what is vocational education today.
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W still have got a limted budget. w are going to have to
make some choices. My choice is not for this bilT. Mychoice
would be, first, to. fund the technical colleges, “and if
possi bl e, do sonething for teachers sal aries.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson, followed by Senator Beck.

SENATOR NEL SON: Senator Scofield, youread the sane article as

| read and tha t we dv need basic sk|||s we do need read|ng
skills, but th+!a folks need to be exposed to that again to find
that we need . g grade the equipnment that we have. vyocational

education I's w=ry expensive, and that seems to be one of the
problems in providing it. Again, there are a lot of incentives
for business conpanies if the school s, t hensel ves, have a little
bit of matching noney in that respect, andl! know that we are

all grappling for better education, better thinking skills gnq
so on. Vocationally, they can tell them t hat . They can tell
themthere is a job. They can make them sit down and try to
think and try to learn, to expose themto that. Agreed, the
service sector is expanding and there are many of these jobs
that can be provided in high schools, gr at | east some basic
information, and for retailing and marchandising, and as | said,
inthe health care area. There are many, many fields that
vocational education, it kind of bothers nme. \wecancomein and
ask for $115 million to inprove sonmeone's gg| ary that is over

30,000 or 35,000dollars a year, and yet we can't quite think of
t_ne person that is trying to struggle to go out and try to
i nprove hinself over a 12, or a 14, or a 15 thousand dollar

salary ~and needs those same |iving...likes to make a decent
| 'iving, too. And here we talk around, as | said, over
$100 nmillion dollars and | know this is not a lot of nobney. |

woul d rather say that we are going to give each school 30 or 40
thousand dollars, 50,000, some of them do, which nmakes a | ot of

difference to a small school, pyt, agal n, | thought | was
realistic in theamount of noney that asked for, and| don't
know t hat upgrading teachers salaries would make one bit of
difference in this 50 percent of schools (sic) that do not go on
to education. Those salariesare not the same salaries that |
amtal king about in these people that need vocational help, and
I really, as | said, | want you to remenber, the jobs offered in

LB 775, and the retraining, and what other states are doing, and
they just |ook at Nebraska and everything el se being equal, they
do not, a company would not consider then Nebraska. aAnd| am
not saying that we don't neea to articulate With the community
coll ege, we do, but there is that time from high school to they
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go on to the tech schools, and that is the students that | am
trying to reach.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Beck, followed by Senator Schell peper.

SENATOR BECK: Thankyou, Nr. Speaker, and nmenbers of the body
I just want to reiterate the fact that I think the g, thinas
that Senator Scofield is talking about and has rrentior%/ed can t()Je
devel oped and that is what this grant or these grants that would
go to the school and through the method of state aid would
actually do. Communication is extremely, extrenely inmportant,
and having been a teacher, anEnglish teacher, | realize the
that you need special skills to teach vocational and technica
English, and you cannot do that with everyone and continue on
the other English program and so that, in itself, is why the
program can be necessary. It can be targeted for those kinds of

expenditures. Again, | think the very fact that you would pave
some dollars to use for a career education approach so that
these young people will realize that they are not going to

graduate from high school and begye to find a iob that will
support them They sinply need extra training or they .o ot
going to leave high school and find a job that will support them
wi thout some Kkind of technical skill and communicating skill,
ar_ld certai nly in_many vocational prograns, they spend a lot of
time with using technical math to introduce them to
conput eri zation. They use the technical and vocational
education because those are the terns, and so forth, that they
will b_e usi ng to do this very kind of industrial approach that
we will be using. I think the fact that we could acquire gyen
somre nodern instructional equipment for some of these gmall
schools ~would be a boon to them and I think, again, that we
just have to look at the fact that e can develop with this
program somebusiness and industry partnerships and perhaps get
sone grants, and so forth, fromthe business world that .55 pe
used to develop these young people's ski|| and send them out of
school, whether they go through the entire 12 years or ot at
| east they will be prepared to go out into the work field and
_they wil | _be ab!e to communicate, gndso forth. Ad | woul
just, again, just because jt js a small amount of nmoney to ga
school doesn't mean that it cannot be used gffijcientl and to
the betternent of those young people particularly in t%’ese small

schools. I think a]| of us areconcerned about the gmal
school s and the |l ack of funding that they have to do these RINGds

of things. Perhaps you will receive enough of .. smount that
you can bring in someonefromthe community who could work in
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the school who has a vocational certificate, ght not be full
tinme, but perhaps they could develop a program™ The use of the
money is broad and yet it is specific enough that it would not
be wasted or just |ost or abused in any Way. And | think that
all  the concerns expressed here toda have validity. I
certainly agree with Senator Scofield in ¥he fact that, yeah, .
are going into a different work force, and | agree with Senator
Beyer. I think he has some good questions, gnd he has told me
that the technical schools really, and this underscores perhaps
the need, he said that the technical school that they attenpted
to work with to have their young people take a vocational course
really wouldn't serve them Well, if they won't serve them
then we need to do something in order that these young people
can receive what they need, and so that just underscores the
fact that we do need this noney,

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR BECK: ...this aid to the schools to help the young
peopl e with vocational education needs.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schellpeper.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER:  Question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ‘The question has been called. pg| see five
hands? | do. Al'l in favor of ceasing debate please gie aye
opposed nay. Shall debate cease? Record, please. '
CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Nr. Preside

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. Senator Ne|son’ would you care
to close?

SENATOR NELSON: Ckay, | know that this bill is not a lot of
noney. It is not a lot of noney to every school, but to come in
and maybe this year $10 million s avail able. It would be
comparable to other states. Nebraska would realize that
vocational educati on is needed. I know that ...l think our
hearts are there in the right place but we sinply have just
forgotten vocational education. What | am trying to reach
again, is the 50 percent of the kids that do not go on to
college or to receive additional education. Night | also tell

you t hat 20 percent of our budget goes for higher education in
our state. What are we doing for those that do not go on ;, g
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h'gher education? And a good work force keeps them off of
wel fare and hel ps for the school dropouts,and | can't believe
that any school would not qualify for vocational education

money, addressing Senator Beyer's concern. And, again, the
testinmony, don't forget, of the Union Pacific Railroad, the fact

that the LB 775 j obs, 64.4 percent of those are vocational
educati on. That tells us alot. They also said in the sane
thing that they had to spend $7 nmillion last year training their
enpl oyees for what they felt should have been received jpn high
school or secondary education, and that is over their system,

and that is a lot of nmoney, and so with that, | will just nove
for the advancenent of the bill.

SPEAKERBARRETT: Thankyou. The question is the advancement of

LB 447 to E & R Initial. All in favor vote aye, opposed nay.

Voting on the advancement of the bill, have vyou P voted?
Senator Nelson.

SENATOR NEL SON. I will call for a call of the house. pHow many
peopl e are gone? Do | have to keep standing here talking or,
no. I guess | will have to ask for a call of the house.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A call of the house has been requested. Shall

the house gounder call ? Thosein favor vote aye, gpposed nay.
Record.

CLERK: 15 ayes, 0 nays to go under call, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The house is under call . Nembers, return to

your seats and record your presence. Those outsi de the Charrber
please return andrecordyour presence. Mepbers, please return
to your seats and record your presence.

SENATOR NELSON: Requesting a roll call vote please.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A roll call vote has been requested. Senat or
Noore, the house s under call. Senator Noore, the house is
under call. Senator Noore is on hi. way. Wehave a request for

a roll call vote on the advancenent of the bill in reverse
order. Nembers, return to your seats, please. Nay we proceed,

Senator Nelson? Thankyou. The question is the advancement of
LB 447to E ScRInitial. Roll call in reverse order, Nr. Clerk.
Cl. ERIC: (Roll call vote taken in reverse order. See
pages 1375-76 of the Legislative Journal.) 22 ayes, 8 nays
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Mr. President, on the advancement of the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Motion fails. The call 1is raised.
Mr. Clerk, anything for the record?

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President. Mr. President, I have amendments to
be printed to LB 638 by Senator Withem. Mr. President, a new
resolution, LR 64 by Senator Schmit. (Read brief explanation.
See pages 1377-38 of the Legislative Journal.) That will be

laid over.

#r. President, I have a motion from Senator Lamb to be printed
in the Journal. That is all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The Chair is pleased to advise
that Senator Lamb has some guests in the north balcony. We have
16 seniors from Stapleton High School at Stapleton, Nebraska,
with their teacher. Would you people please stand and be
recognized. Thank you. We are pleased to have you with us
today. Senator Dierks, do you care to adjsurn the body until
tomorrow.

SENATOR DIERKS: Yes, Mr. ’resident, members of the body, I move
that we adjourn until tomorrow morning at nine-thirty.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You have heard the motion to adjourn until
tomorrow morning at nine o'clock. Those in favor say ave.
Opposed nay. The ayes have it. Motion carried. We are

adjourned.
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